His live can be described accurately with the following statement, which he made in 2007 in an interview given to Uta Hartmann (cf. [1] (1985) (1986) (1987) (1988) , and where he stayed until his retirement in 1997. He also was visiting professor at Bologna, Brescia, Freiburg, Kuwait, Rome, Thessaloniki and Trieste.
Walter Benz is well-known for his comprehensive work in several parts of geometry. He was researching in the geometries of Möbius, Laguerre, Minkowski and Lie, contributed deep results to the discipline "characterizations of geometrical mappings under mild hypotheses" and wrote papers about functional equations. Furthermore, he was involved with hyperbolic geometry, metric geometry and special relativity. He published more than 180 articles and several books, for example the highly influential early book "Vorlesungenüber Geometrie der Algebren". The planes of Möbius, Laguerre and Minkowski are known today under the name "Benz planes". Walter Benz's achievements have been recognized by an honorary doctorate from the University of Sofia (1995), an honorary fellowship in the "Mathematische Gesellschaft in Hamburg" (1996) , and the honorary fellowship (2004) of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. Furthermore he was a member of the European Academy of Sciences (2004) . He was an editor of the journals "Jahresberichte der DMV", "Journal of Geometry", "Aequationes Mathematicae", "Abhandlungen aus dem Mathematischen Seminar der Universität Hamburg", "Results in Mathematics", "Atti del Seminario Matematico e Fisico dell'Università di Modena" and "Mitteilungen der Mathematischen Gesellschaft in Hamburg".
His inexhaustible knowledge about other famous mathematicians was very impressing. He knew not only their teachers and pupils, but also was able to tell humorous and distinguishing anecdotes.
Walter Benz will stay alive by his mathematical work and will be always remembered by his friends and colleagues.
